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Country-m. He French King has at length | 
declared War againft Eng- 


land, Holland, the Emperor, 
‘and other Princes in Confederacy with them, 
there’s a Tranflation of this Declaration in this 
News-Paper. Pray, Mr: Obfervator, give me 


‘your Opinion of it. 


Obf. He has Confulted his old Friend and 
Allie, the Prince of Darknefs, in the Penning 
of it; for he begins it with a Damnable Lye. 
He fays, When the Treaty was concluded at Ry/- 
wick,by the Superiority of his Forces,he was ina 
Condition to have given Laws to the Neighbour- 
ing Princes, that were Jealous of his Power, and 
this, he fays, was a certain proof of the Sincere 


- defire he always had to give Peace to his Sub- 


jects, and to reffore the fame to Europe, who is 
Witness of his Moderation, and he implores the 
Divine Afliftence on the. Fuftice of this Caufe. 
He would make us believe that he had no Oc- 
cafion of Peace at the Treaty of Ryfwick, that he 
was in-a Condition then to have given Peace to 
the’ Neighbouring Princes. He that can believe 


“Tranfubftantiation, or that a Facobite, or a Tory is 


an Honeft Man, and a true Engli/b-Man, may be- 
lieve this Political Bounce of the French King’s ; 
for did ever that A/onarchical Vulture quit a Prey 
when he was able to grafp it in his Tallons ? Did 
he ever fet Boundsta his Ambition, or, (to fay 
of Him, as one fays of a Tyrant like Himfelf ) 
Did be ever {pare a Man in bis Rage, or a Woman in 
bis Luft ? He may, like*Lucifer, be Drunk with 
Envy and Prideand fo Tumble from the Throne 
he has exalted againft God and common Jujftice ; 
but he was never yet Drunk with Blood, or fati- 
ated with Humane Cruelties : Had his Fate been 
fo Propitious, and his Fortunes in fo good a Gon- 
dition at the Treaty of Ry/wick, he would have 
extended his Conquefts, and have given the Lams 
of his Arbitrary Will to the Princes his Neigh- 
bours $ when God knows at that time the French 
Power was come to its Crifis, and muft have funk 
under. Violent motion. His Arms were weakned 
by a long continuance of War. His Treafure was 


- Exhaufted by the neceffity of continual Supplies ; 


and indeed, the martial Vé“otr of France decli- 
ned, as if it were juft come to its Period: ’Tis 


‘in vain for a private Perfon to Recriminate, un- 


lefs it were in his Power either to Redvefs, or 


| Prevent publick Grievances: But it is my Opi- 


nion the Englifh Nation never fuffer’d fo much 
as by that Peace concluded at the Treaty of Ry/- 
wick ; for befides the Difadvantagein the Articles 
therein Ratify’d and Confirm’d, nothing could 
be a greater Detriment to the Englifh Nation, 
than the il- Timing of that Treaty, at that Junfiure 
when the Gailick Powers were at theif laft Gafp, 
and the Fate of» Lewis was ready to give him the 
extream Undcion, . 
Country-m. Yet you fee he is ftill the Bravo 
of Europe; he defies the martial Powers of the 
Confederates, as the Giants defy’d the Thunder 
of the God’s ; and when he wants another World 


—_ 


Scaling-Laders in order to ftorm the Throne of 
the moft High. | 

Obf. Who ever is acquainted with the Genius 
of the French Nation, very well Knows ’tis their 
Humours to Heétor and Bounce; they think to 
Fright the Children of Europe out of their Senfes 
with difmal Stories of formidable Armies and 
Navies: But the Power of France at the con- 
Clufion of the War is Very well demonftrated to 
any Man who confiders the Neceffity of their 
Affairs fince the Peace. Has not that Prince 
Drain’d his Country of Gold, to recruit his Ar- 
my with Horfes ever fince the Treaty of Ryf- 
wick 2 And do yoo think that if his Cavalry and 
infantry had been in a Condition to have conti- 
nued the War, lic would have negiccted an op- 
portunity of accomplifhing his Mifchievous 
Defigns ? 

Country-m, Indeed, Sir, abundance of Horfes 
were boughe by the French Kings Agents in 
England for recruiting his Forces, and we took 
care enough to make an Advantage in the Coun- 
try of his Neceflities;for | my felf fold them Hor- 
fes at 20 and 25 J. a Horfe, which | would have 
Sold to Neighbours for 10 or 151. 

_ Obf. A vaft quantity of French Gold has been 
melted into Guineas in the. Englifh Mint, which 
came into England for Horfes, a Commodity 
more valuable than Gold to the French. and 
Gold remains a precious thing in Fravce till the 
return of the Spanifh Galcons. Nor is France 
in a better condition now, than at the Vréaty 
of Ryfwick : If he has-Recruited his Troops, ang 
Augmented his Army ; He has now more work 
upon his Hands than ever; he has fo many I- 
rons in the Fire, that-fome will grow cold be- 
fore he is aware of ir. 

Country-m. What 4’ye think of the Truth of 
that part of his Declaration, wherein he fays, 
He always had a fincere defire to give Peace to bis 
Subjeis, and alfo to Europe. 

Obf. That’s e’en like all the reft. His owa 
Subje&ts never yet had Peace fince Lewis XiV 
had the Power of Lafhing them; and the Dam- 
ned, and the French Vaffals, muft expe aff A& 
of Grace at the fame time from Lucifer, and 
his Vicegerent upon*Earth. But d’ye mark the 
Infolence of the moft Chriftian Turk? He fays, 
He bas always béen willing to give Peace to Eu- 
rope; a3 if Peace were his Gift alone; if fo, 


undergo the Aries of War till fuch time as 
Jews the 14th fhall be Charitable? My Charity 
is as extenfive as Origen’s, who believ’d the De- 
vil, after a certain Series of Years fhould be ia- 

ed. And when once it appears that Lents is 

baritable ot Merciful, 1 don’t know what har- 
dened Sinner needs doubt of.his Salvation. 1 
shope, before this War is ended, Lewis will be 
fo far from giving himfelf the Title of Donor 
of Peace to all Europe, that we fhall find him 
an “Humble Petitioner to the Confederates for 





to Congatr, I don’t queftion but he'll erect his 


that Peace, of which he is now fo clofe-filted. 
Country-m. Here’s the Proclamation, Mr. 
Obfervator, 


in what a Condition is poor Europe, which mult | 
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‘Deined by Statute.: 


Obferbaor, for Diffolving the prefent Parlia- 
ment, which we have for fome time expected. 
Now the Candidates are going to Work for 
their new EleGions: The EleCtors are making 
Parties, and are fiding for one and t’other al- 
ready; ’Tis a ftrange thing to me how fome 
fort of people get into our Country Burroughs 
as Members, that were never in the.Corpora- 
tion before they were chofen. They come 
down hither from the Court and City, and Vote 
our Countrymen ont of their own Corporati- 
ons: Certainly thefe things are not right, we 
have not true Notions of the Nature of an 
Englifh Parliament. Tho’ | wifh well to the 
Affairs of Europe, 1 muft needs tell you, Ma- 
fter Obfervator, that if you would "bate a little 
News, and entertain the Company, and my feif 
with a few Remarks on the Nature of an En- 
ghifh Senate, it would be more edifying and pro 

fitable; for certainly we are in the Dark in this 
point: We know the Nation has been chea- 
ted of vait Sums of Money, which we have 
paid; we know that ill-emen, who defign’d 
the Defirudion of our Liberites, and ‘a 
French Government in England, were couinte- 
nanc’d and encourag’d; ad Men of Vertue, and 
fuch as did their Country the trueft Service, 


were condemned and fuppreft: and thefe things, . 
ppreics ’ 


we know, ought to be Redreit by Parisament; 
and truly [ think if they are not {0, ’tis not the 
Fault of rheMembers, but of Us whe chufe them. 

Obf. Tis true Sir, the Parliament is Diflol- 
ved, and this Diffolution will afford us an dn- 
ftance, that, I think was never before known 
in England; at the time this Parliament is to 
meet, we fhall have had no lefs than four Purli- 
aments actually in being in lefs thai two Years. 

Country-m. Pray, Sir, how did cur Forefathers 
manage this Point? Had they frequent Parlia- 
ments? And were they Diffoived at Pleaiure 
by the King ? 

Obf. Yes; they were always Diflolv’d at the 
Kings Pleafure, but ftill by the Advices of his 
Privy-Councth Freqievt Diffolutions of Parli- 
@ment have always been efteemed prejudicial to 
the People ; for when Kings play at Handy-dan- 
dy with Parliaments, they defign to play 2 Game 
without them ; and fuch Minilters as have ad- 
vifed Kings to frequent dilfolutions of Parlia- 
ment, have often been queftion’d by the People. 
This was made part of the Treafon againit Tre- 
filian, and indeed was the chief Caufe for which 
he Suffered.’ Frequent Parliaments was the 
sight of Englifbmen long betore the pretended 


Norman Congueft. By Alfreds Laws, the Pat- | 


ty was to meet at Londen at leaft twice in 
a Yair, and oftner,it need required, and this was 
ordain’d as a Perpetual Ufage. By the Laws of 


King Edgar, chap. 5. They were to be held twice 


every Year. By the Statute of Edm. 3. chap. 14. 
Ai Parliament is to be beld once every Year,and more 
often if need be. Inthe 26 of Edm. 2. chap. 10. 
lrem. 02 the Weintenance-of the fata 
Grticks ana Statutcs, wna BRedzels of 
bikers Bitchiefs and Grievances, which 
Datly happen, a, ariiament Hatt be hal- 
don everp Pear, as another time Mas 02- 
And by the Statue 
made in the 16. Car, 2, chap. 1. Intiruled, 
win AG for the Alfembiing and Holding of » Par- 
liaments once in three Years at the leaft, the 
forefeited Statutes are confirmed, and in no 
wife. repealed. 
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Country-m. We heve now a Triennial A& 
made in the late Reign. 
was atruly Engli/h Parliament, and had but one 
Sefiens; coufd it not have ben legally cossi- 
nued the whole three Years ? : 

Obf. That Parliament was legally Diffolved 
Six Months after the Death of King William and 
could by no means be longer continued, unlefs 
before th? Time,it had been conven’d, and chey 
had pafv’d an A& for enabling her Majefty to 
continue them. But finte we are to proceed to 
a new Election of Members, in which the inte- 
reit of England is fo deeply concerned, | fhall 
according. to your defire give you an Account 
what an Exglifh Parliament was, and what it 
oughe tu be, as alfo fhall give you fome Directi- 
ons inthe choice of your Members, fuitable to 
the Englifh Conftitution and Intereft. 

' The Word Parliament, is derived from the 
French Parlier la Adent, which fignifies to Speak 
ones mind freely, and yet this word was ufed in 
England, long before William the Norman land- 
ed. In the Saxon Times this Aflembly was called 
Clichege-mate, or Cilitcnagemote or 
the Grand Afjersbly or Meeting,and thefe without 
doubt had their Names from the frock-mote 
which was anA flembly of the common Peopie,or 
Folk met together to chufe fuch of themfelves 
as Were moft fit to reprefent them in the Cdlite- 
{ta Memote or Parliament.For every Manin En- 
gland having as good a Right to the Liberty of his 
Country as another, had-as much a Right to fic 
in the Grand Council of the Nation, as another 
Man ; but this was impracticable, and could by 
no means be done, every Mans opinion, in re- 
lation to the Publick, can never be confider’d 
in Parliaments. And hence was the Original 
of Parliaments by the Reprefentatives of the 
people in aSenatus Confilium, or Council of the 
Nation. And there is no Body Politick of Mea 


under a better conftitution in the world; the 


conttitution of the Engli/h Parliament, and the 
Liberties of Engli{2men whom they reprefent,are 
uniferm; their Power is anfwerable to thofe 
good and wholefome Laws of which they are 
the Guardians,and for the prefervation of which 
they are chofen Members, 
The Wifdom of our Fore-Fathers was ad- 
-mirable in forming our Parliaments in its firft 
conftitution by Knights, Citizens,and Burgeffes 
.of England 3 for being furrounded with the Sea, 
fituated ia the Ocean, and confequently a Tra- 
ding Nation, ovr Fore-Fathers allowed out of 
513’ Members, but two for one County, as-Re- 
prefentatives of the Land-men of the Nation, 
and the reft to reprefent the Cities, Burroughs 
and Trading-Towns ; and this wasa very wife 
conftitution, in they the Trading Men of the 
Nation bear a like proportion to the Landed- 
Men, as do the Knights of the Shires to the Ci- 
tizens and Burgefles in the Houfe of Commons : 
And that the whole People of England,might be 
duly reprefented in Parliament the Writ is, that 


you fhail-ehtufe duo ¢’ vobis, two of your felves, 


to Reprefent you; And if you do not follow 
the Direction of the Writ, ’cis no fault in the 
Conftitution, but in your EleGtion; for how do 
you Anfwer the Writ of Election, when, for a 


Country Burrough you chufe one Member from 


London, and another from Jrelend ? 
Country-m. Sir.this proceeds from our Igno- 





| 


.rance ; but | hope the next time we meet, you 
will farther inform us in this Affair. ~i 
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